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SUB J : POLISH EPISCOPATE WARNS OF COUNTERFEIT CHURCH PUBLICATION 

1 . SUMMARY: ZYCIE WARSZAWY OF FEBRUARY 24 CARRIES WHAT 
REPORTEDLY IS THE FULL TEXT OF A STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARIAT 
OF THE POLISH EPISCOPATE WARNING THE PUBLIC OF THE RECENT 
DISTRIBUTION IN POLAND OF A COUNTERFEIT EDITION OF A BOOK 
ENTITLED HOLY CROSS SERMONS 1974 (KAZANIA SWIETOKRZYSKIE 1974), 
ATTRIBUTED TO CARDINAL WYSZYNSKI. THE WARNING WAS PRINTED 

IN ZYCIE WARSZAWY "AT THE REQUEST OF THE SECRETARIAT." THIS 
IS THE FIRST TIME IN THE EMBASSY'S INSTITUTIONAL MEMORY THAT A MASS 
CIRCULATION, DAILY POLISH NEWSPAPER HAS CARRIED A FULL TEXT OF AN 
EPISCOPATE COMMUNIQUE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE STATEMENT EXPLAINS THAT IN IANUARY 1974, 1975, 

AND 1976, CARDINAL WYSZYNSKI PREACHED AT THE CHURCH OF THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 WARSAW 01378 251348Z 

HOLY CROSS IN WARSAW. THESE SERMONS WERE PRINTED IN THREE 
VOLUMES BY THE SANTA SEVERA PUBLISHING HOUSE IN ROME. THE 
FIRST VOLUME, ENTITLED "HOLY CROSS SERMONS, ROME 1974" HAS 
ALREADY BEEN ISSUED. "UNKNOWN PERSONS," HOWEVER, HAVE 
BEGUN DISTRIBUTING BY MAIL A VOLUME ENTITLED "HOLY 
CROSS SERMONS 1974". SUPPOSEDLY PRINTED BY THE SAME FIRM. 

THIS BOOK. WHICH IS IDENTICAL IN APPEARANCE WITH THE 
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ORIGINAL, IS COUNTERFEIT AND WAS NOT PUBLISHED BY SANTA 
SEVERA. CARDINAL WYSZYNSKI'S SERMONS HAVE BEEN DISTORTED 
AND IN PLACES TOTALLY FALSIFIED. THE EPOSCOPATE WARNS 
THOSE WHO MAY HAVE RECEIVED COPIES OF THE COUNTERFEIT TO 
DISREGARD ITS CONTENTS. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE EPISCOPATE'S STATEMENT GIVES NO 

CLUE AS TO THE TYPE OF DISTORTIONS MADE IN THE COUNTERFEIT 

BOOK, OR AT WHOM THEY WERE DIRECTED, IT IS POSSIBLE 

THAT THE COUNTERFEIT EDITION IS AN ATTEMPT BY AN UNKNOWN 

GROUPT TO PROTRAY CARDINAL WYSZYNSKI AS EVEN MORE SHARPLY OPPOSED 

TO THE POLISH COMMUNIST REGIME AND ITS POLICIES THAN HE 

ACTUALLY IS. IS SO, THE PUBLICATION OF THE 

COMMUNIQUE IN ZYCIE WARSZAWY WOULD SERVE BOTH 

REGIME AND CHURCH INTERESTS. MOREOVER, APPEARANCE 

OF THE COMMUNIQUE IN ZYCIE MAY ALSO REPRESENT A PARTIAL 

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO RENEWED CHURCH PRESSURE FOR ACCESS 

TO THE POLISH PUBLIC THROUGH THE MEDIA. 

END COMMENT. 
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